FAT.                           299
vigil or fast day shall be kept upon the Saturday, and not upon the Sunday, next before it. See Fasting*
FATHERS, The. A term of honour applied generally to all the ancient Christian writers, whose works were in good repute in the Church, and who were not separated from its communion or from its faith. St. Bernard, who flourished in the twelfth century, is reputed to be the last of the Fathers. The Christian theologians after his time, adopted a new style of treating religious matters, and were called scholastics. Those writers who conversed with the Apostles are generally called Apostolical Fathers, as Ignatius, &c.
Of the authority of the Fathers, the Rev. George Stanley Faber very justly observes :
" Among unread or half-read persons of our present somewhat confident age, it is not an uncommon saying: that THEY disregard the early Fathers; and that THEY ivill abide by nothing but the Scriptures alone* If by a disregard of the early Fathers, they mean that they allow them not individually that personal authority which the Romanists claim for "them, they certainly will not have me for their opponent. And accordingly I have shewn, that in the interpretation of the Scripture terms, Election and Predestination, I regard the insulated individual authority of St. Augustine, just as little as I regard the insulated individual authority of Calvin.
" But, if, by a disregard of the early Fathers, they mean that they regard them not as evidence to the FACT of what doctrines were or were not received by the primitive Church, and from her were or were not delivered to posterity; they might just as rationally talk of the surpassing wisdom of extinguishing the light of history by way of more effectually improving and increasing our knowledge of past events; for, in truth, under the aspect in which they are specially important to us, the early Fathers are neither more nor less than so many historical witnesses."
" And, if, by An abiding solely by the decision of Scripture, they mean that, utterly disregarding the recorded doctrinal system of that primitive Church which conversed with and was taught by the Apostles, they will abide by nothing save their own crude and arbitrary
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